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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Further Consultation on Revised Draft Urban Demand Management Guidelines

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Earlier this year the Department of Environment and Resource Management developed four regulatory guidelines under the Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008 (the Act) about urban demand management (see e-Flash #56, 9 April). Draft guidelines were prepared for:

· Outdoor Water Use Conservation Plans;

· Provision of Water Use Information to Non-Owner Residents;

· Consistent Residential Water Billing; and

· Water Efficiency Management Plans.

Once finalised these four guidelines will apply outside of south-east Queensland (SEQ) and to date DERM have undertaken consultation sessions at Roma, Brisbane, Cairns, Townsville, Mt Isa, Bundaberg, Rockhampton and Toowoomba. Feedback was received during the first round of consultation (April-May 2009) and the guidelines have been further developed.

Further feedback on the revised guidelines is invited from DERM until Friday 30 October 2009. Feedback from all councils and other water service providers outside SEQ can be forwarded directly to DERM – waterwise@derm.qld.gov.au  or alternatively you can provide comments to qldwater or LGAQ for inclusion in an integrated response. These comments need to be received by 27th October to hgold@qldwater.com.au).

It is expected that the guidelines will be finalised in December 2009. The Department will provide information regarding the outcomes of the feedback received during the second round of consultation after the guidelines are finalised at the end of the year. The Guidelines are available in the members area of our website www.qldwater.com.au under Water Issues.  You will need to log in first to access these documents.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. 2009 Focus on Water Seminar – Cairns 3 November

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Wide Bay Water Corporation is presenting the 2009 Focus on Water Seminar to be held in Cairns on 3 November 2009.  The program features five visiting IWA water specialists showcasing international initiatives in water-use efficiency, water conservation and benchmarking.  The Australian water industry has matured over the past 10 years – the enduring drought and water shortage has focused efforts at reducing losses to the point where Australian utilities are among the world’s best performers in this area.  

This seminar is designed to bring attention to issues that will drive the next generation of water efficiency initiatives. Full details and registration form are available under Projects & Training on the www.qldwater.com.au website.

(The seminar is being held one day before the free qldwater and LGAQ Water Information Session on 4 November for convenience of our Northern Queensland members).  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. Invitation to STP Site Tour

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

qldwater members have been invited to take part in an STP Tour being conducted by The Water and Carbon Group Pty Ltd (WCG).  The site tour is  designed for Councillors, Executives and Senior Water Engineers and provides an opportunity to talk to experts and to examine a range of high performing systems designed to harness natural processes to provide reliable, high performance and low cost sewage treatment.  The tour will visit West Byron STP followed by South Lismore STP.  WCG is a Queensland business who operate in Queensland, NSW and Victoria developing wastewater and biosequestration systems for government and private clients.

WCG will organise and cover your travel expenses.  Proposed tour date is 12 November with RSVP’s by 31 October.  Full brochures is available under Projects & Training on the www.qldwater.com.au website or contact Robert McKenzie from WCG directly on 3211 9997 or email r.mckenzie@waterandcarbon.com.au for more information.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4. Ozwater’10

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ozwater’10 is Australia’s National Water Conference and Exhibition and will be held in Brisbane on March 8-10, 2010. Presented by the Australian Water Association, Ozwater is the largest and most important annual gathering of water professionals and practitioners in the Southern Hemisphere.  For more information regarding the conference and the trade exhibition, please visit www.ozwater10.com.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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